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Executive summary
This deliverable lists and describes the dissemination events participated in by members of MAZI consortium
from Months 1-18 (Jan 2016 to Jun 2017) of the project. The selection presented here provides an overview of
the range of events that the MAZI consortium has participated in, and the audiences they addressed. There are
two further deliverables associated with this document and submitted at the same point in the project lifetime.
These are Deliverable D4.2: “Summary reports of selected events organised by MAZI”, and D4.4: ”Summary
report of selected events organised by MAZI”.
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1. Introduction
This deliverable accompanies D4.2 and D4.4 that document the dissemination events that MAZI partners and
consortium participated in and organised. This deliverable focuses on providing an overview of all MAZI project
dissemination activities that took place from M1 to M18, along with further details about activities not covered
by D4.2 and D4.4. These other deliverables focus on events, and so this deliverable presents examples
including media coverage.
A total of over 70 activities have been recorded at the time of writing this deliverable, under the categories of:
5 Publications
32 Presentations, conferences and symposia
32 Workshops
4 Popular Press and television
5 Exhibitions
All of MAZI consortium partners have been involved in dissemination activities.
Approx. half of these events are described in detail in the following deliverables:
•
•

Deliverable D4.2 describes 11 selected events organised by MAZI
Deliverable D4.4 describes 17 selected events that MAZI partners participated in

This deliverable describes 8 other dissemination activities.
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2. Audiences targeted by the dissemination activities
The dissemination activities in MAZI are primarily targeted at four key audiences:

2.1

General Public

The goal of this task is to brand DIY networking as a concept and MAZI toolkit in particular in a way that will
make it accessible to a wider audience beyond closed circles of hackers and technology enthusiasts. In the
context of this task, MAZI partners will participate in festivals and public events demonstrating MAZI toolkit
and the results from the pilot studies. It will also cover the dissemination activities involved in the organization
of the cross-fertilization events. Social media, website development, and news media have reached a wide
audience in this category.
Of the recorded dissemination activities that the MAZI project has worked in months 1- 18 of the project, over
half (approx. 40 of over 70 total) have targeted a general public audience, often in addition to targeting the
other communities. Some of these have been wide reaching media activities including national press and
television events.
In addition, high impact media artefacts have been produced as a result of attending conferences, for example,
The recorded livestream video of Andreas Unteidig’s talk at the Radical Networks Conference, New York
(https://livestream.com/internetsociety/radnetworks/videos/141099497)

2.2

Scientific communities

31 dissemination activities have been participated in by MAZI in M1-18, that have reached out to scientific
communities, i.e. those working in research and academic environments. Not all events attended were aimed
solely at scientific communities: as an interdisciplinary and participatory focussed project our goal has been to
attend events that draw in a wide range of audiences.
MAZI partners have been active reaching out to scientific communities both in and beyond the EU, with talks,
presentations, workshops and demonstrations in Brazil, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Romania,
Serbia, Slovenia, Switzerland, UK and USA. These have been held in a number of languages. One journal article,
4 peer reviewed conference papers, a poster, and two popular press articles have been written.
Academic publications
As the project develops and data is gathered we expect to place greater emphasis on paper publication. In line
with our intention to disseminate broadly, we are not only horizon scanning for suitable calls from journals and
conferences from our respective academic disciplines, but also those which have wider appeal, attracting
academic, practitioner, and general public readership. In the first reporting period, therefore, we have
published in First Monday, and The Conversation, as well as design- and community- focussed conferences.
Furthermore, MAZI partners have presented talks, posters, and abstracts at an additional number of events,
though not noted under this publications section.
Journal articles
MAZI partners produced one scientific journal article and two peer-reviewed articles for general as well as
scientific readership.
Antoniadis, P. (2016) Local networks for local interactions: Four reasons why and a way forward. First Monday,
21 (12), Nov. 2016. ISSN 13960466. doi:10.5210/fm.v21i12.7123
Antoniadis, P. (2016). DIY networking: the path to a more democratic Internet. The Conversation 08/11/206
Available from: https://theconversation.com/diy-networking-the-path-to-a-more-democratic-internet-67216
Antoniadis, P. (2017) How to build a more organic internet (and stand up to corporations). The Conversation
01/02/2017 Available from: https://theconversation.com/how-to-build-a-more-organic-internet-and-stand-upto-corporations-70815
Conference papers
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Davies, G. and Gaved, M.(2017, in press). Seeking togetherness: moving toward a comparative evaluation
framework in an interdisciplinary DIY networking project. Communities and Technologies 2017, 26-30 June,
Troyes, France
Smyth, A. and Helgason, I. (2017) Making and unfinishedness: designing toolkits for negotiation. Design for next
EAD12: 12th European Academy for Design Conference Rome 12-14 April 2017
Unteidig, A. (2017). Digital commons, urban struggles and the role of Design. Design for Next Society EAD12:
12th European Academy for Design Conference Rome 12-14 April 2017
Editorial role
MAZI partner Panayotis Antoniadis (NH) acted as an editor for the Journal of Peer Production, issue #11 CITY
(2017, in press) http://peerproduction.net/
Journal of Peer Production, Call for Papers for issue #11 CITY (Panyotis Antoniadis as one of the editors)
Book Chapter
Panayotis Antoniadis has been invited to write a book chapter in a new book that has the ambition to develop
key concepts for the future of sustainable living in the city based on the commons. More specifically, the book
project titled “Die Andere Stadt” (The Different City), edited by Hans Widmer with 8 co-authors, and funded by
the Stiftung Sergio Agustoni (Zurich), is expected to be published on August 2017 and will be freely distributed
online in addition to 2000 free hard copies. The book chapter authored by Panayotis Antoniadis is titled “The
Organic Internet: Building Communications Networks from the Grassroots” and includes key concepts around
the MAZI project. It is translated in German by Thomas Raoseta, board member of NeNa1.

2.3

FLOSS/CAPS communities

22 activities of over 70 activities targeted this audience.
The key principle of MAZI is that we don’t wish to rediscover the wheel in any of the design areas that we will
become active. We plan to build the functionality provided by our toolkit based on existing FLOSS platforms.
We will contribute to the efforts of these communities by becoming active and impatient users of their
software, which we will try to adapt to the specificities of the DIY networking technology, whenever feasible. In
this context, we will participate actively in related festivals and events such as the CCC conference in Hamburg,
the Transmediale Festival in Berlin, the CommonsFest in Athens, and more where MAZI partners had already
significant contributions.

2.4

Networks of Activists, Artists and designers.

Over 40 of over 70 activities targeted this audience.
The goal of this task is to reach activist networks involved in non-technical projects such as citizen
empowerment, urban gardening, cooperatives, and more. This will be achieved through the participation in
related events, online forums and e-mail lists. MAZI community partners can bring us in contact with these
networks through these channels and give us the opportunity to inform these communities about the
important role that DIY networking can play toward their Objectives.
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3. Description of examples of activities
3.1

MAZI website: www.mazizone.eu

Since the start of the project in M1 the main MAZI website www.mazizone.eu has attracted 4,000+ unique,
individual visitors from over 100 countries, over 7,000 individual visits. Approx. 46% of the visitors to the site
have returned for further visits, showing a high level of interest and engagement with the website.

MAZI website homepage

Web statistics from the launch of the website
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3.2

Transmediale 2016: Necessary Conversations Off-the-Cloud, by Marc Garrett
th

Blog article, Published 28 February 2016
Review of hybrid event Off-the-Cloud-Zone, moderated by Panayotis Antoniadis, Daphne Dragona, James
Stevens.

Screenshot of online article
www.furtherfield.org/features/review-transmediale-2016-necessary-conversations

Extract from the article:
Off-the-Cloud-Zone.
“This review is focused on the hybrid event Off-the-Cloud-Zone. It featured presentations, talks and workshops,
starting at 11 am, going on until 8pm. Hardcore indeed. It demanded total dedication, which unfortunately I
was not able to give. However, I did offer my attention to the rest of the proceedings from lunch time until the
end. It was moderated by Panayotis Antoniadis, Daphne Dragona, James Stevens and included a variety of
speakers such as: Roel Roscam Abbing, Ileana Apostol, Dennis de Bel, Federico Bonelli, James Bridle, Adam
Burns, Lori Emerson, Sarah T Gold, Sarah Grant, Denis Rojo aka Jaromil, George Klissiaris, Evan Light, Ilias
Marmaras, Monic Meisel, Jürgen Neumann, Radovan Misovic aka Rad0, Natacha Roussel, Andreas Unteidig,
Danja Vasiliev, Christoph Wachter & Mathias Jud, and Stewart Ziff.
The Off-the-Cloud-Zone day event was a continuation of last year's offline networks unite! panel and
workshops. Which also originated from discussions on a mailing list called ‘off.networks’ with researchers,
activists and artists working together around the idea of an offline network operating outside of the Internet.
The talks concentrated on how over recent years there has been a growing scene of artists, hackers, and
network practitioners, finding new ways to ask questions through their practices that offer alternatives in
community networks, ad-hoc connectivity, and autonomous systems of sensing and data collecting.”
About Furtherfield
Furtherfield was founded by artists Ruth Catlow and Marc Garrett in 1996 and is been sustained by the work of
its community; specialist and amateur artists, activists, thinkers, and technologists, who, together cultivate
open, critical contexts for making and thinking. Furtherfield is now a dynamic, creative and social nerve centre
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where upwards of 26,000 contributors worldwide have built a visionary culture around co-creation – swapping
and sharing code, music, images, video and ideas.
Furtherfield opened London's first dedicated gallery for networked and new media art in 2004.
Not-for-Profit Private Limited Company since 2009, Furtherfield is part of Arts Council England's National
Portfolio Organisations.

3.3

Article in “Holyrood” Scottish current affairs magazine.

Published 21st Oct 2016

Screen shot of online article

Extract from the official event report (reported in D4.4):
“The theme of looking beyond Scotland for inspiration was addressed by Dr Michael Smyth of Edinburgh
Napier University, who works on the pan-European MAZI. By creating local community wireless networks
suited to the needs of that particular community, the programme allows for a more tailored approach. “I think
one of the ideas we struggle with, particularly as academics, is how do you address and understand something
as large as cities. Our perspective is to look at the local and community, which MAZI is rooted in.”
Full article/event Report: www.holyrood.com/articles/feature/event-report-smart-cities

3.4

Polylogue exhibition at Speculum Artium. Trbovlje, Slovenia

13-15 October 2016
Interactive installation produced by MAZI partners at the Berlin Design Research Lab 2016
Andreas Unteidig, Lutz Reiter, Fabrizio Lamoncha, Blanca Cobreros-Dominguez
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Speculum Artium is a three-day Festival on New Media Culture that takes place every year in Trbovlje
(Slovenia), gathering international artists working with media art in very diverse forms. In its 2016 edition, the
Design Research Lab took part in the exhibition showing Polylogue. Polylogue is an interactive installation and a
hyper-local message feed. Through an open WIFI network, users in reach of the wireless signal can send text
messages with their smartphones, tablets or computers. These messages get printed immediately on a paper
roll that runs in-between two translucent, black boxes and are transformed into a material stream of
consciousness.

3.5

Polylogue exhibition - A dialogue machine at the Greek Pavilion, Venice Architecture
Biennale
th

21st October – 27 November 2016
Interactive installation produced by MAZI partners at the Berlin Design Research Lab 2016
Andreas Unteidig, Lutz Reiter, Fabrizio Lamoncha, Blanca Cobreros-Dominguez

The Polylogue installation at the Greek Pavilion

The Greek Pavilion hosted the interactive installation Polylogue II. Designed especially for the Greek Pavilion by
a small team of designers, artists and technologists from Berlin working within the MAZI project, the
installation aimed at experimenting with the relationship between the pavilion as a place and the 137
architects in Greece, that are members of the pavilion‘s committee as a social “space”.
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Since most of the people involved in the preparation couldn’t be physically present in the pavilion, it was
designed as a communication system that connects the Pavilion’s visitors with the participants back in Greece
directly, serving as a “wormhole” from one space to the other. How and what for the installation is being used
as a tool is conceptually kept open, and its meaning is produced by the interactions it facilitates: it can be a
blackboard, a chat room, an oracle or a Q&A interface for the various exhibits.
Upon visiting the Pavilion, people encounter three wall-mounted boxes and a keyboard terminal, with which
they can post questions that appear on the screen of one of the boxes. Once the question is typed, it is sent to
a custom-designed application installed on the mobile devices owned by the members of the committee in
Greece, offering them the opportunity to reply for a timeframe of 10 minutes. Responses are printed
immediately on a paper roll dispensed by box displaying the question that is answered. After the time is up, the
question is being printed above the answers, providing an archive of the conversation – and an empty box for
new ones.

3.6

2 articles on the Conversation Global website
th

Published November 8 2016

https://theconversation.com/diy-networking-the-path-to-a-more-democratic-internet-67216
The Conversation is a collaboration between editors and academics to provide informed news analysis and
commentary that’s free to read and republish. This article by Panayotis Antoniadis had over 10,000 readers by
December 2016. By Month 18 (June 2017) the article has had the following number of shares on social media:
Twitter 107, Facebook 301, LinkedIn 33.
The second article in the Conversation Global series was later reproduced in the Huffington Post.
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The second Conversation article reproduced in the Huffington Post, along with reader statistics for both
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-conversation-global/how-to-build-a-more-organ_b_14550946.html

3.7

An article from the Greek local newspaper "TAXYDROMOS" (meaning "postman")
th

Published 19 March 2017
The article describes activities by the University of Thessaly, including the MAZI project:
“University of Thessaly will receive funding of about 7 million euros for conducting research in the context of
Horizon2020. UTH is participating in 24 projects and coordinates 5 of them taking leading role in the research
field. One of the projects that University of Thessaly is coordinating is MAZI. A short description of MAZI is
following.”
Full article: http://www.taxydromos.gr/Topika/253329-ereyna-epta-ekat-eyrw-8a-ekponhsei-to-panepisthmio8essalias.html
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3.8

Greek TV coverage

25th May 2017
The national Greek TV channel ERT3 showed a documentary covering the conference on commons in
Thessaloniki and they included the whole of an interview with Panayotis Antoniadis (~20min) at the
beginning (starting at 02:00), out of 56min in total.
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4. Conclusions
The deliverable has provided a complete list of the dissemination activities undertaken by MAZI during the
reporting period (M1-M18). The range of events summarised in this deliverable provides evidence of the
success of MAZI in connecting with the following groupings: the general public; scientific communities;
FLOSS/CAPS communities and networks of Activists, Artists and Designers.
In the period covered by this deliverable, over 70 dissemination activities have been undertaken by MAZI.
These have taken the form of presentations, workshops, symposiums and exhibitions. As the project enters its
second half, it is envisaged that, as the research becomes more developed, the focus of dissemination will be
on high impact publications and events and will further demonstrate MAZI’s commitment to communication to
all relevant audiences.
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