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Executive summary
This deliverable lists and describes some of the key events organised by members of the MAZI consortium from
M 19-36 (July 2017 to December 2018) of MAZI. This is version 2 of this deliverable, following on from version 1;
D4.2, which covered the first half of MAZI; M1-M18.
The selection presented here provides an overview of the range of events that the MAZI consortium has
organised and the audiences they addressed, with particular emphasis on the events described in the DoW.
In the first version of this deliverable; D4.2, each of the four identified communities described in the DoW are
discussed, followed by a list of example activities that took place from M1-18 with descriptive detail about some
of the events. Most events addressed more than one audience demonstrating the cross-disciplinarity and
hybridity that characterises MAZI.
Due to the extensive list of events, only illustrative examples are given in this deliverable and in D4.5, for
complete statistics associated with all events refer to D4.7.
There are two other deliverables associated with this document and submitted at the same point in MAZI
lifetime. These are:
-

D4.5: “Summary reports of selected events that MAZI partners participated in Version 2”, which describes
MAZI activities within external events
D4.7: “Complete list of dissemination activities by the MAZI consortium”, which provides statistics for
dissemination and outreach over the whole period of MAZI.
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1. Example events in chronological order M19-36
1. “Opening up to an Era of Social Innovation” conference
November 27th 2017: Lisbon, Portugal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2017/era/index.cfm
MAZI was represented at the European Commission’s conference “Opening up to an Era of Social Innovation” in
Lisbon in November 2017. Stavroula Maglavera, Represented the EU Project MAZI spoke at the Workshop on
Connected Social Innovation (in collaboration with DG CONNECT) on Monday 27th November.
What is Social Innovation?
“Social innovations are innovations that are social in both their ends and their means. Specifically, […] social
innovations [are] new ideas (products, services and models) that simultaneously meet social needs (more
effectively than alternatives) and create new social relationships or collaborations. They are innovations that are
not only good for society but also enhance society’s capacity to act.” according to the European Commission
Bureau of European Policy Advisors (BEPA, 2011, p. 9).
As pointed out by President Juncker in his White Paper on the future of Europe, “the global financial and
economic crisis that started in 2008 in the United States shook Europe to its core. Thanks to determined action,
the EU economy is now back on a more stable footing with unemployment falling to its lowest level since the
‘great recession’ hit. However, the recovery is still unevenly distributed across society and regions. Addressing
the legacy of the crisis, from long-term unemployment to high levels of public and private debt in many parts of
Europe, remains an urgent priority.”
Objectives
What?
Simply put, the conference aims to boost social innovation in Europe because social innovation is a good, costeffective way to advance inclusive and wealth-creating public policies, by developing a new narrative and giving
this new narrative the means to take root, grow, blossom and bear fruit.
Who?
The event seeks to bring together world-class scientists in the area of social innovation, innovators, social
entrepreneurs, civil society representatives, national and regional policy makers, municipal and city level actors,
social innovation funders, philanthropists, venture capitalists, business angels, students, and politicians.
How?
The conference will be structured in the following manner:
Taking stock of social innovation achievements
Identifying potential future opportunities brought by social innovation not only in terms of societal well-being,
but also of growth, jobs, and business development for Europe
Reviewing new trends in social innovation
Examining the possible role of social innovation in the next generation of public policies
Exploring funding instruments
Conference website: https://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2017/era/index.cfm
The conference was jointly organised by the European Commission, the Portuguese Government and the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation,
Marianne Thyssen, European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility, Maria
Manuel Leitão Marques, Minister of the Presidency and of Administrative Modernisation of Portugal, and Isabel
Mota, President of Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation hosted the conference.
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2. Beyond Change: Questioning the role of design in times of global transformations
Swiss Design Network Research Summit
March 8–10, 2018: FHNW Academy of Art and Design Basel, Switzerland
SESSION 6B: Practices and Visions of Commoning
Moderated by Shintaro Miyazaki, FHNW Academy of Art and Design, Basel
Working In-between: Towards a Non-deterministic Understanding of Politically Engaged Design
Andreas Unteidig, Berlin University of the Arts
This talk reflected on a collaborative design process within MAZI, an interdisciplinary and EU-funded research
project, oscillating between entities such as design, activism, and technology. This process was contextualised in
a broader perspective in the context of the roles designers claim or take on, while their field is increasingly being
framed and understood politically. Based on reflections-in-practice, this talk presented insights that emerged visà-vis the larger issues presented, and provide an outlook on future work.

3. MAZI Hackathon at DataFest18, Edinburgh, UK.
Program Or Be Programmed: The implications of small data, local context and “Do-It-Yourself” technologies.
Monday March 19th 2018.
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The Hackathon event saw participants take part in hands-on practical activities and learn about current case
studies, including examples from the MAZI project from Deptford, Berlin, Zurich and Greece.
The event was organised by Ingi Helgason and Michael Smyth at Edinburgh Napier University, and the day was
run by:
James Stevens of SPC, Deptford, London
Mark Gaved of the Open University
Katalin Hausel of unMonastery.

4. Maker Movements, Do-It-Yourself Cultures and Participatory Design: Implications for
HCI Research.
Workshop at ACM CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems, Montreal, Canada.
April 21-26, 2018
https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=3170604

MAZI teamed up with another CAPS project, MAKING SENSE, to deliver a workshop on 22nd April at The ACM
CHI 2018 conference in Montreal, Canada. The workshop proposal, titled Maker Movements, Do-It-Yourself
Cultures and Participatory Design: Implications for HCI Research, was accepted after a competitive peer-review
process. The topic of the workshop addresses methods of participatory design and the democratisation of
technology and social innovation, with a particular focus on the emerging trends of maker culture and Do-ItYourself approaches. The workshop submission can be downloaded from the ACM library.
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CHI is the premier, global ACM conference series for Human Computer Interaction and regularly attracts over
3000 delegates, so it provided an important audience for the work of MAZI. Both Doug Schuler and Paul Dourish
from the MAZI Advisory Board are on the organising committee as well researchers from the Making Sense
project, so the event had a high impact for the project.
14 papers were accepted to the workshop after a review process. Authors came from countries including Cyprus,
Canada, UK, USA, Germany and France.
The growth of the maker movement, and the wider availability of low cost technological components, has
supported a wider participation in the hands-on activity of making objects. However, questions arise around the
scale of impact that is possible within the essentially individually-oriented practice. Making is often carried out
as an end in itself, for the fundamental, creative pleasure and direct engagement with materiality that the
practice affords. In the European context, research projects including Making Sense and MAZI are developing
approaches to engage citizens in the design and development processes of interactive networked technologies.
These projects are addressing challenges and questions around what participation means against the background
of widely accessible design tools and technologies.
Abstract
Falling costs and the wider availability of computational components, platforms and ecosystems have enabled
the expansion of maker movements and DIY cultures. This can be considered as a form of democratization of
technology systems design, in alignment with the aims of Participatory Design approaches. However, this
landscape is constantly evolving, and long-term implications for the HCI community are far from clear. The
organizers of this one-day workshop invite participants to present their case studies, experiences and
perspectives on the topic with the goal of increasing understanding within this area of research. The outcomes
of the workshop will include the articulation of future research directions with the purpose of informing a
research agenda, as well as the establishment of new collaborations and networks.
The ACM CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems is the premier international conference of
Human-Computer Interaction. CHI Conference website: www.chi2018.acm.org
Workshop website: www.makersdiyparticipatorydesign.wordpress.com
Workshop submission paper on the ACM digital library: https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?id=3170604
Organising committee:
Michael Smyth

Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Ingi Helgason

Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Frank Kresin

University of Twente, Enschede, Overijssel, Netherlands

Mara Balestrini

Ideas for Change, Barcelona, Spain

Andreas B. Unteidig

Design Research Lab, Berlin, Germany

Shaun Lawson

Northumbria University, Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom

Mark Gaved

The Open University, Milton Keynes, United Kingdom

Nick Taylor

University of Dundee, Dundee, United Kingdom

James Auger

Madeira Interactive Technologies Institute, Funchal, Madeira, Portugal

Lone Koefoed Hansen

Aarhus University, Aarhus, Denmark

Douglas C. Schuler

Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA, USA

Mel Woods

University of Dundee, Dundee, United Kingdom

Paul Dourish

University of California, Irvine, Irvine, CA, USA
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5. Digital inclusion in urban renewal: DIY toolkits for citizen inclusion & empowerment
16th May 2018: Toronto, Canada
https://rightscon2018.sched.com/event/EHln/digital-inclusion-in-urban-renewal-diy-toolkits-for-citizeninclusion-empowerment

This workshop's goal was to bring together activists, DIY communities, policymakers, journalists and everyone
interested in learning how to take advantage of technology for the common good. The outcome was an
international and interdisciplinary exchange of ideas and knowledge-sharing on CN skills. Furthermore, we took
into account comments and feedback regarding the toolkit and hands-on part to improve the toolkit, release
better versions and enhance the DIY guidelines.
Moderator
Stavroula Maglavera, Research Engineer, University of Thessaly
Speakers
Luca Belli, Professor and Head of Internet Governance, FGV Law School
Harris Niavis, Research Engineer, University of Thessaly
Douglas Schuler
At RightsCon 2018, two use cases built around hybrid space, FLOSS & DIY networking were shown. Participants
were able to follow the deployment and configuration of a local MAZI Zone or even try the process by
themselves. Social scientists and lawyers conclude the session, by sharing expertise on policy and impact analysis
of the role community nets in urban renewal.
MAZI proposed an interactive session to engage participants in DIY networking setups. The mix of technology
and community engagement is typical of digital social innovation. Empowering citizens to take control of the
technology around them is one step to revitalize the socio-political communication context, reduces fear and
digital exclusion, increases active participation in 'commons', and helps to understand why we need more privacy
and decentralization of data.
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6. Cooperative housing and beyond -- the right to the hybrid city Zurich, May 23-25, 2018
http://nethood.org/inura/cooperative-housing-and-beyond/

The Kraftwerk1 tour in one of the large collective apartments

Discussions at the Stadionbrache
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Meeting at L200
In May 2018, 50 years after the historic call for "the right to the city", the INURA Zurich Institute and NetHood
organized a workshop with the topic 'Cooperative housing and beyond', that aimed to advance participatory
practices in urban production.
The workshop took place in Zurich’s Kreis 5 in the Kraftwerk1 housing cooperative and in the neighborhood space
at Langstrasse 200, in the context of the projects MAZI, netCommons, PARLA, and the INURA Coop Initiative.
Key people engaged in the cooperative housing movement in Switzerland and abroad gather for two days to
discuss ongoing projects, current challenges, and future possibilities, related to self-management and collective
decision making. The main purposes of these interactions were networking, information sharing, knowledge
exchange, and collective learning.

7. The Digital Social Innovation Fair
Rome 6-7 June 2018
https://www.dsifair.eu/collaborative-making-frugal-technologies-art-and-creativity/

As part of this programme of events MAZI partners co-organised a workshop on: Collaborative making, frugal
technologies, art and creativity.
This workshop began with a short introduction of three CAPS projects: MAZI, OpenMaker, Made4You and also
from the representatives of Human Ecosystem Relazioni (HER).
Speakers
Elizabeth Calderón Lüning, Co-founder and CEO at Common Grounds / Nachbarschaftsakademie (MAZI project)
Ingi Helgason, Edinburgh Napier University (MAZI project)
Salvatore Iaconesi, HER
Oriana Persico, HER
Dario Marmo, Project Manager at OpenMaker
Hamza Zeytinoglu, Scientific Lead and the Coordinator of the Openmaker DSP
Silvia Binenti, Project and Comms Officer at OpenMaker
Enrico Bassi and Marta Savoldelli, OpenDot (Made4You)
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Antonia Madella Noja and Cristina Dornini, Tog Foundation (Made4You)
The workshop participants then organised into four groups, each addressing a theme based around the speakers’
topics; Community networks; Art and Creativity; Making and Manufacturing; Healthcare.
Each of these themed groups then participated in enthusiastic smaller group discussion addressing challenges
and questions around the roles that grassroots, co-design, and collaborative making approaches can play in social
innovation and creative practice. Specific discussion questions were provided to the groups:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What are the most important values of this kind of approach?
Who is this approach aimed at? Identify consumers, stakeholders, beneficiaries etc?
What are the factors that enable developing consumers into becoming producers?
What makes this approach unique and different to other approaches?
What are the key resources needed for long term sustainability? Human, intellectual, physical,
economic etc.
What are the key challenges or blockages for success to be overcome?

To conclude the session, feedback was given from each of the groups to the rest of the workshop.
In the MAZI exhibition booth, attendees had the opportunity to find out more about the MAZI project, its current
activities and its future plans. In addition, they had the opportunity to take a look at the recently released v2.1
of the toolkit. The attendees browsed in the applications of the toolkit such as the Guestbook, uploading photos
and comments and the Framadate, voting the best demo of the Conference. The statistical data of the
Applications as well as the System data were transferred with the new functionality of the Admin “Monitoring”
to a remote database.
https://www.dsifair.eu/exhibition/

8. MAZI Summer School
Volos, Greece, July 2018.
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As part of the summer school a public event entitled "Community networks and complementary technologies"
was organised with two external speakers, as follows:
Chris Elsden, Exploring Blockchains as Forms of Record and Contract in Civic Organisations
Abstract
In this session, I hope to explore the potential opportunities and challenges of blockchains as new forms of record
and contract in civic contexts. Blockchains suffer remarkable hype and inflation, however there are intriguing
underlying qualities to this technology. I will first give a broad introduction to blockchain technologies and
subsequently their proposed applications in civic contexts. Taking some of these in detail, I hope to first open up
a critical discussion about the perils and promises of these projects. We will then consider specifically how
blockchains could be effective as forms of disintermediated records and contracts, and together investigate their
potential application in civic organisations and contexts close to the MAZI project.
Jude Mukundane, GrassRoots Radio project, MITI Lab, Madeira
The internet has helped to bring people together from all over the world, but it has not helped neighborhoods
or communities nearly as well. The Grassroot Wavelengths project is piloting solutions for community
information platforms and media pluralism, working to:
•

lower the barriers to start and sustain a community radio station

•

create regional and European-wide networks of stations that can pool community-level resources

•

co-innovate collaborative media services

•

increase the permeability and impact of those stations through acombination of existing digital and
nondigital technologies

Grassroot Wavelengths brings together engineers, social scientists, artists, designers, and communities to
redesign community radio technology from scratch.
Jude will talk about this new CAPS project and similarities with MAZI. More info on their
website https://grassrootsradio.eu/

9. unMonastery – IR11 Workshops
13-14 October, 2018
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Two one-day workshops organised by unMonastry as a pre-events of the MAZI Liquid City Festival. Theses took
place at Muirhouse, Edinburgh on 13 October and the Skylight Bar in the Toolbooth Market off the Royal Mile in
Edinburgh on 14 October.

10. The MAZI Festival, Summerhall, Edinburgh
16-18 October 2018
http://www.mazizone.eu/mazi-workshops-and-symposium-2018-edinburgh-uk/
Do-It-Yourself Technologies for Action and Empowerment: Stories, practice and perspectives
Do-It-Yourself Technologies for Action and Empowerment
Stories, practice and perspectives.
The three-day event, comprised of two days of workshops and a final day symposium with speakers from MAZI
, together with invited speakers representing related and complementary research projects.

Workshop 1: Customising the MAZI Toolkit.
Hands-on working with the Toolkit.
This workshop introduced participants to the open source software behind the MAZI toolkit, running on
Raspberry Pis. They were shown how to create a local WiFi network zone and then what applications were
available on the MAZI toolkit. Raspberry Pis were provided for all participants so that they could try out the
software and work on individual projects or in small groups.
Led by James Stevens, SPC.org, Mark Gaved, Open University, and Giannis Mavridis, University of Thessaly,
Greece.
2.
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3.

4.
5.

Workshop 2: Using the MAZI Toolkit with your community.
For people with interested in building local networks for education, art & creativity, civic & community
participation, and more.
This was an introductory workshop, and no technical knowledge was needed. The focus of this workshop was
about exploring how “simple” WiFi connection technologies, such as the MAZI Toolkit, could be used with groups
and communities to support social activities and share knowledge. Again, all participants were provided with a
Raspberry Pi, to enable the continuation of projects after the workshop.
Led by Katalin Hausel & Lauren Lapidge, unMonastery, Elizabeth Calderón Lüning, Neighborhood Academy,
Berlin.
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During the two workshops, Denise Allan of Wee Replicators demonstrated 3D printing and the use of 3D printing
pens.
MAZI Symposium
18 October 2018 : Symposium with speakers and case study presentations.
Symposium Speakers include:
Chris Csíkszentmihályi, Madeira Interactive Technology Institute, and the Rootio Project
Janis Lena Meissner, Digital Civics at Open Lab, Newcastle University, UK
Denise Allan, Wee Replicators, Edinburgh, UK
Elizabeth Wright & Loyane Bianchini, Reverso, São Paulo, Brazil
Adnan Hadzi, Digital Arts, University of Malta
Jeremy Singer, FRμIT: The Federated RaspberryPi Micro-Infrastructure Testbed. Glasgow University, UK

MAZI n Grant Agreement 687983
D4.3 Summary reports of selected events organised by MAZI n December 2018
H2020 n Research and Innovation project
H2020-ICT-2015-10 n Collective Awareness Platforms for Sustainability and Social Innovation n

Page 17 of 20

A selection of the invited speakers at the MAZI Symposium, Edinburgh, Oct 2018. Chris Csíkszentmihályi (Madeira
Interactive Technology Institute), Jeremy Singer (University of Glasgow), Janis Lena Meissner, Digital Civics at
Open Lab, Newcastle University, UK and Adnan Hadzi (University of Malta).

11. Internet Governance Forum, Paris, November 2018
IGF 2018 WS #279 Scaling community networks: exploring blockchain and efficient investment strategies
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2018-ws-279-scaling-community-networksexploring-blockchain-and-efficient-investment
Date & Time: 14 November 2018, 9:00 am to 10:30 am at Salle VI
Round table – 90 minutes
The goal of the session is to bring together multiple stakeholders from the Community Networks movement,
including collaborators from academia and funding agencies, to discuss the future of community networks
through the integration of new technologies –particularly Blockchain—and the development of effective
investment strategies for scaling-up. The goal of the session will be to go beyond the identification of the
challenges that affect Community Networks today, and debate best strategies to foster and scale Community
Networks, as an alternative model to connect the unconnected. The moderator will invite online and in-person
participants to pose questions and weigh in on strategies discussed and encourage the debate between
stakeholders around the following questions:
-

To what extent do current strategies address the needs identified by community networks?
Are there new aspects that can be incorporated to improve the effectiveness of investments in allowing
new communities to connect?
How can we leverage grass roots initiatives for digital inclusion to work on connectivity through community
networks models?

-

In addition, in this workshop we want to explore how Blockchain solutions could be utilised as the DC3 group will
invite special guests to discuss the combination of CNs with complementary tools, allowing CN members to
expand their local digital ecosystem, and technologies that can create added value and build trust among
relevant stakeholders. More specifically, the focus will be blockchain technology in CNs (tools for customized
local, private blockchains).
Speakers:
-

Speaker 1: Phet Sayo (M), IDRC

-

Speaker 2: Jane Coffin (F), Director of Development Strategy at the Internet Society

-

Speaker 3: Alberto Cerda (M), Global Program Officer for Internet Rights and Access at Ford Foundation

-

Speaker 4: Carlos Rey Moreno (M), Association for Progressive Communications

-

Speaker 5: Nicolas Echaniz (M), AlterMundi Association Civil

-

Speaker 6: Silvia Díaz Molina (F), Universidad Complutense de Madrid

-

Speaker 7: Carl Elmstam (M), SIDA

-

Speaker 8: Panayotis Antoniadis (M), NETHOOD

-

Speaker 9: Carolina Caeiro (F), LACNIC

-

Speaker 10: Stavroula Maglavera (F), University of Thessaly

Key Message 1
The establishment of Community Networks (CNs) has emerged as a concrete alternative to address the challenge
of connecting the unconnected. To scale this solution, CNs, donors and investors must have a closer
conversation to map priority areas for investment. As such, the primarily goal of the round table was to bring
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multiple stakeholders from the Community Networks movement, including collaborators from academia and
funding agencies, to discuss the future of community networks through the integration of new technologies -with special attention to the possible use of Blockchain—and the development of effective investment strategies
for scaling-up.
Key Message 2
One key aspect of the workshop was to debate how to effectively invest in scaling up community networks. To
that end, the roundtable brought together representatives from Internet Society, IDRC, Ford Foundation, USAID,
SIDA, FRIDA Program, APC, the Internet Society’s Special Interest Group on Community Networks, academia
working on related technologies. The session built upon previous debates on technical and non-technical
innovation around community networks and strategies for connecting the unconnected.
Key Message 3
In addition, the workshop sought to explore how Blockchain solutions could be utilised by CNs to create added
value and build trust among relevant stakeholders.
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2. Conclusions
This deliverable has described the key events organised by members of MAZI during the reporting period (M19M36).
At the outset of MAZI four communities were identified as important recipients of output from MAZI, they were
as follows: the general public; scientific communities; FLOSS/CAPS communities and networks of Activists, Artists
and Designers.
The range of events summarised in this deliverable, while targeting specific audiences also cut across other
groups, demonstrating the cross-disciplinarity of MAZI through the diversity of the pilot studies being undertaken
by MAZI. These activities also revealed Civic and Policy Makers as another important audience for the work of
MAZI.
In the period covered by this deliverable, approximately 25 events have been organised by members of MAZI.
The events have primarily been workshops and have been organised as part of the Pilot Study activities of MAZI.
Three cross-fertilisation (XF) events have been reported as follows: the Zurich Cooperative Housing workshop,
the Volos Summer School and the MAZI Festival held in Edinburgh. All of these events have attached member of
the target communities and have contributed to the high impact public profile of MAZI.
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